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UNIQUE PLAYGROUNDS FOR SWELTERING CHILDREN
Fifty-tw- o Vacation
Schools Started to
Provide Young
Humans With a
Refuge During the
Dogdays

street Is better place to be than

A a kitchen days Bke these, and
yet ii street !t no place for
youngsters to be with the wind

ilmd and the slow, hateful heat crawling
Inch by Inch Into every hall and partly
haded corner. And the streets down

where the children are but O. Henry
hue said alt that. And It does not take
a heart as big a his to feol the pity of It.

But they have found a few places that
are better for the youngsters than either
kitchen or street, and no less than ten
thousand of the children who needed them
most found their way there last week.
Before the summer Is out they will have
doihled or bettor. Mostly In churches,
or rather in parish house. In the crowded
parts of town four or five societies of
benevolent purpose have set up vocation
schools" to Rive young humans a refuge

from th? open linger of the dog days and
In a quiet way to keep them busy.

There nro fifty-tw- o of these schools,
each in charge of a tojeher who Is also
a physical director and a playmate. Most
of the teachers are students from the
colleges"-Vassa- r, Smith, Barnard and
Wellesley. nnd young men from Cornell,
Columbia und Ynle. The pay is 17.50 a
we'k and tho pleasure of doing good.
Mort of the teachers opend their $7.50 on
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their youngsters anyway, nnd perhaps
Kime of the pleasure sometimes.

It was a hoartening thing to loot; In on
K)ine of those classes on that dripping

'id unspeakable Tuesday of last week
v.iin the schoolR were getting under way.
lwo or threo woro out on tho roofs, high
vr the sweltering town, nnd such

i rpezei as were not nailed down flat to the
lavement by the hard driven sunbeams
croughl them a waft of coolness now and

hundred and thirty-seve- n years
yesterday occurred tho first
only bombardment of New

York dty by a hostile fleet.
1 was an attack of which no previous

notice of intention had been given. Ono
Ons hundred and thirty-seve- n years ago

tho British ended their
of troops on Staten Island

prepnratory to their transfer to the Lone
Iiland hore, tn anticipation of the battle
of !.ong Island.

Itoglnaid P. Bolton of 3 West 15Bth

treat has for year devoted himself
the study of the early history of Now

Wk, particularly during
times. Hn is at presont preirin for
early publication a boo covering the
American struggle for so
far as It was carried on on tho waters of
New York city. From the material he
has gathered the following account of the
Umlardment and tho operations which
aocompanled it has been summarized:

May and June saw the arr val in New
York harbor of many British warships
and transports loaded with troops and
hiiuplles, The disparity between tho
i.'o!onlal forces on the water and the naval
power of (Iroat Britain was marked, but
ths patriots showed no sign of yielding
without as rugglo. Volunteers were called
for from the troops lor marlnn- - service
nnd mo promptly respond d from the
Utalllons of Webb, Parsons, Baldwin,
Vlxon, Tully and Read, Thny wero

to report for duty on May 33 m a
flMllla of whaloboats.

I'very craft In New York harbor that
'iuld bo impressed by the patriots into

nervico was obtained, and Benja-
min Tupper, a Lieutenant in Col, Ward's
Masriachutetta reglmont, took command
't ths Amorican vessels. It was a mot- -
ly collection, Including sloops, schoon-th- ,

whulloats and what wore known
" "row galll'.'S.' Commodore Tupper
liuhteii bin flag on tho eloop Hester und
lter on tho little privateer Indy Wush-luirto- a,

which afterward did much active
work agaiiiHt he. enemy in tlm Sound.

in this collection of vessels were tlwt
"ark, Spitllte, Cienernl Hutnum, (lenoral
S'hurlur and Moutgomcnu. Congress
sireo'i to supploitirut them by -- sundry
Kornhila and llru rufts to prtunut tho
nien of war and rnomy's sbls from coin-
ing Into New York Bay or Narrow." A
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then. It was far better thin the street ,

at any rate, and there wore ncar.n to
dodge.

In their coolest summe- - thin,':- - th" liMlo
girls drifted about under tlio nw:i!n,T in
some pretty, not too brutf-ou-- ", fol'
dances, nnd afterward rnmnrd in the
shide on littlo slat fashioned cliair.s and
took their pewlng leson at their eae,
with a good many screwing up of eye
and tongues and squintings at needle

NEW YORK WAS BOMBARDED
JUST 137 YEARS AGO

ONE

llovolutlonnry

independence

ship's carpenter were sent from Phlla-dalph- li

for tho purpose of aiding In build-
ing these vessels.

Whllo these preparations wero going
on the British warships kopt arriving,
On July 12 the ad vnaco guard of the new
British floot, led by the Kaglo, flying the
flag of Oen, Howe's lately ennobled
brother, was seen from tho Atlantic High-
land . It was expected that the British
planfof attack would prove to be to force
the passage of,he North Itivor at all
hazards and land troops in tho rear of
the American position, thus cooping the
Amorican army tip between tho British
army In Westchester and tho British fleet.
Tht such a plan was not attempted by
Iml Howe Hoems to havo boon due to
a determination to keep tho marino force
in the background.

Early on the morning of Saturday, July
in, the Britlun frigate I'hirnix and Hose,
together with tho schooner Trynl and two
tenders of tho frigates, tho KhuUJham and

Uonoment on Jltc of-- AmericMi

th Charlotta, hove up anchor and stood
boldly up the North River. As they
passed tho city, keeping well over toward
the Jersey shore, their heavy guns opened
on the unsuspecting town.

Scenes of panlo followed. The unex-
pectedness and early hour of the attack,
for It wax hardly daylight, had given no
time for the removal of women and chil-
dren, the helpless and other

Many were killed in their
homes or In the streets as they ran out
of their houses in alarm.

Anthony (llean fired tho first gun from
the IUttcry nt the hostile ships. He de-

clared that tho ball struok the hull of the
Hose, Tho fire on both sides was furious.
With every gun that could te brought
to bear the American gunners did their
b'st to stay tho passage of the ships,
which as thoy npproaohod the fortiflcaa
tions at Jeffrey's Hook must have faced

t v uwuu ab a,VJ v MHiHWVH
A0ritVh ria-eb-. JotyU 1779,

considerable danger. Bags of sand were
piled high on the vessel's d cks as a de-

fence against ths rifle Are expected aa
they passed within range of the batteries
on Fort Washington and Fort Consti-
tution.

But what Oen. Greene described aa the
American gunnors' "most terrible fire"
proved ineffective to stop the passago of
the British ships, a with full sail and a
favoring tide, with the little tenders
shielded from harm between them and
shrouded to an extent in the smoke from
their own broadside, they passed out of
range of tho last guns of Fort Washington
and camo to anchor in the quiet waters
Just above Spuyten Duyvil Creek.

They had not been there long, however,
before tho littlo guns on what waa then
known as Cookhlll Fort and those of Fort
No. l, at what is now Inwood, on tho bit
north of Spuyten Duyvil, were brought to
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bear and to all appearances, aa one his
torian aaya, with "great execution.
The British commanding officer at once
signalled for anchor to be hove up again
and the ships proceeded to a point op-

posite Mount St. Vincent, .when they
let go anchors onoe more.

As a result of the bombardment and the
forcing of the North River there was con
sternation In the American oounciis.
It waa feared thnt the success of the four(

, British ships might mean the passage of
tho entire British fleet of aotlvo war ),

which cooperating with the British
land forces thnt ml slit be brought over
from Staten Island and Long Island
would mean the bottling up of the Ameri-
can foroo or at least their withdrawal
from New York.

As if to add to the dismay of the
Americana the sound of the American
and the British guns In action up the

yaa and aqnlrmingt of overolad feet. In
pita of their teaoher's frequent counsels

of deliberation.
They were sewing on doll clothes mostly.

Every young person who was Interviewed
aid of course she would keep her first

dress that very first dress she (ever
made, the one she was making now
for her own doll. Later on she might
think about the teacher's Idea of making
mora dreeaea for the little hospital dolls

river had scarcely died away before the
roar of guns from the lower bay waa
heard. It waa the fleet assembled there
saluting the Incoming main part of the
fleet of Vice-Admir- al Viscount Howe and
the transports loaded with troops which
had been convoyed from England.

Two days later, on Monday, July IS,
tho debarkation of the now troops, which
included somo of the bost known regiments

in tho English army, together with
the Hessian mercenaries, took place on
Staten Island. There thoy Joined other
troops already set aahoro, all In anticipa-
tion of their transfer to the Long Island
shore, where, aa latter'events proved, the
patriot forces were to meet defeat In the
battle of Long Island.

At this critical point Congress sent
to Now York Capt. Ephralm Anderson,
who had a scheme to destroy the British
fleet by means of fire ships. Oen. Wash-
ington was willing that Anderson should
mako tho attempt and in aid of the enter-
prise he provided all facilities, although
"doubtful that it will be bettor In theory
t'lan in practice."

At the headquarters of the Amsrioan
forces deep anxiety prevailed. Several
ojunclls were held, at one of which tho
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Time Divided Be
tween Games and
Serious Occupa-
tions That Relievo
the Stress of the
Summer Heat

who are slek and have to be put lo bed
by the sick littlo glrh very enrly In tho
afternoon.

One young lady said she was going
to make a doll nightdress right away
for n doll sho hud seen hanging over
a cot through tho big window In Fifteenth
street, where you can see tho little hos
pital people. It bung there at noon
yesterduy nnd at 0 o'clock the little girl
who owned It hadn't taken It down. The
nursetookltaway then, not the little girl.

The boys, on the other hand, didn't
mind owning they were too lacy to hanker
after folk dances or gymnastics or any-
thing else that would make them hustle.
They gathered over the checkerboards,
challenging the winner of the fames
for hours ahead, and played stick knife.
Jacks and other quiet things. A few
of thorn took the first dive Into the mys-
teries of hammock making and discov-
ered how many more thumbs they had
than they had ever supposed. Their
teachers were not quite so conscientious
about improving the shining and blis-
tering hours as the young college women
were who overlooked the dolnga of the '

gtrls.
I The vacation schools are under the
direction of the Church Vacation Work

land Play Schools nnd the National Vaca- -

la at Second avenue and St. Mark's place;
one at St. Ma k's In the Bouwerie and the
other In the Second Avenue Baptist
Church. A Fifth avenue stage carries
children from a gathering place on Third
avenue to the Church of the Ascension
school and a wider use of the big buses
la contemplated. It costs $350 to run
a school for six weeks, and the money is
usually contributed by the church In
whosa parish the school la located.

indomitable Putnam came forward with
a plan which waa no less than a proposal
to block the great waterway at Jeffrey'
Hook with sunken vessels.

Putnam's plan was attempted. Th
work was carriecd on at the water' edge
at Jeffrey's Hook. The condemned vessels
were brought along shore, to which point
stones collected from tho hill above were
rolled or carried. Four vessels were
chained and boomed and sunk close to
the fort.

Meanwhile, an attempt was In prepara-
tion to destroy the l'ha-ni- and Koso by
means of Anderson's flreboats. A schooner
and a sloop of 100 tons were built at Pougb-kceps- lo

and workod down at night to
Spuyten Duyvil Creok. Thoy were "filled
to the tops of their decks with combustible
wood dipped in pitch and with straw
cut to the length of about one foot, bun-
dled and dipped in pitch."

On the ulieht of Auir ust IB ths &Unok
was made. Manned by volunteer crews
and towed by "row gallevs" the forlorn
hopo attack was hngun lit a drizzling rain.
The hostilo shlps wero lying almost oxact ly
upiMjniiiu iimui'in. in irni ruuuim VI 111

ruiiHaues iney were not euxiiviiiscerned.
Tho flreboats finally reached them and

their grappling irons wero thrown aboard
the Phoonix and the (ttuirloltu, the former
firing a broadsido in o one American
boat, iuatuios woro uppuou to tao corn-bu- s

iblet and tho American crown
overboard aR tho fire ran from point to
point nimoHl as quioKiy rot inouffH u
powder train had been laid.

Tho Charlotta was burned to tho water's
edge und the Phoenix was onlv saved
after a great effort. Seventy English
seamen were lot. Severe I AmericoiiH
wero drowned, while ono of ths bravest,
who set fire to the schooner was burned
to douth before ho could Jumpovurboiird.

The disturbing effect of the iitUick
upon tho enemy was soon apparent.
Tlio British commanders utood only on
mom night of anxiety beforo hointing
onohor and on .Sunday, August is, ilrovu
down the river bet ore a fronh northtist
wind, As they drow within tlio lire ron
of Fort Washington and Fort Constitution
tliev wero met by a furinux canuouude.

The AmerimiiH were in high hopes tlutt
the obstructions would block the ruiRKign
of tho enemy, but an American had

t tlio BritiHh ships a few nights
before und hud told tho BritiHh com-iimml- er

of the obstructions and pointed
out a gup which wus to have been closed
a few days later, By means of (he in-

formation Iih gave the ships uasseii
Ihro'igh fnr.The I'hoenlx was hulld thro time
by loiitxMmt from Fort Washington,

i wlille tlie Ito-- e was lilt liy a Mint until th
redoubt at the fool of tlio hill near Jell lev h

Hook.
As the ship went on down the river a

I cnntiliiloUH ni III In of lire greeted them
I from the Iwtttcriee on the lower art or
tlm Maud, to which iliey hi1-.- Tli
were followed to the Narrows by America
row gnll ys which pluy.cd smartly upon
tttWB.' m


